Inventors can be nominated by any one for consideration. The hall relies on a panel of experts in science, technolo gy, engineering, and patents to screen, vet, and make final selections from among those nominated. Nominations are evaluated based on four criteria. First, nominees must hold a U.S. patent for an invention that has enriched soci ety. Second, the invention should have contributed significantly to industry, advancing and improving it. Third, the lives of nominees ought to be character ized by inspiring stories of determina tion, overcoming challenges, and beat ing the odds. Fourth, nominees should be leaders in their fields who understand the importance of devel oping the next gener ation of American innovators. See [2] for more informa tion on submitting a nomination. In addition to hon oring and recogniz ing past inventors, the hall seeks to inspire future inventors by promoting a culture of innovation among young The hall relies on a panel of experts in science, technology, engineering, and patents to screen, vet, and make final selections from among those nominated.
people. It has edu cational programs designed to impact young minds through fun, handson activi ties in fused with the spirit of innovation. These effor ts are led by local, certified edu cators at 1,400 schools and districts nationwide. The programs promote science, technology, engineering, and math concepts; information about intellectual property; critical think ing; and creative problem solving. These educational projects serve over 130,000 participants and are grouped into ageappropriate activities from preschool through college. More infor mation about programs for younger people is available in [3] . Information about the Collegiate Inventors Compe tition is available in [4] .
If you know of a potential inductee, consider making a nomination. You may want to spread the word in your commu nity about the hall's oppor tunities for young people. Or, if your local schools do not participate in any of the hall's programs for young people, you may want to introduce your local educators to them.
